
(323) 881-2401 
 

 
 
 
February 27, 2003 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

UPDATED DEVELOPER FEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY  

(3RD AND 5TH DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES) 
 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD, AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
1. Find that the Developer Fee Program is exempt from the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) in that it approves fees for capital projects necessary to maintain 
services within existing service areas (CEQA Guidelines Section 15273(a)(4)). 

 
2. Adopt the attached resolution updating the Developer Fee Program which:   

 
a) Approves the updated Developer Fee Detailed Fire Station Plan dated December 

2002; and 
 

b) Approves the 2002-2003 Developer Fee Update Fee Calculation Summary; and 
 
c) Increases the developer fee amount to $.3716 per square foot from the current 

developer fee amount of $.1997 per square foot to reflect current costs associated with 
land acquisition, fire station construction, purchase of apparatus and equipment, and 
administration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
February 27, 2003 
Page 2 
 
 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
On July 12, 1990, your Honorable Board adopted a resolution establishing a County of 
Los Angeles Developer Fee Program for the benefit of the Consolidated Fire Protection District 
(District).  The Developer Fee Program was implemented August 1, 1990, to fund the 
acquisition, construction, improvement, and equipping of fire station facilities in the high-
growth, urban-expansion areas of the District.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 66000, 
et. seq., the District has updated the Developer Fee Detailed Fire Station Plan to reflect fire 
station requirements based upon the most current growth projections in the designated 
developer fee areas of benefit.  In the next five years it is anticipated that 18 additional fire 
stations and two temporary fire stations will be needed within the areas of benefit, which are 
the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains, the Santa Clarita Valley, and the Antelope Valley.  The 
need for these new facilities is directly related to development in the areas of benefit. 
 
The resolution adopted by your Board in July 1990 states that the District “…will conduct 
annual evaluations of the Developer Fee Program and make appropriate recommendations to 
the Board of Supervisors”.  The current developer fee amount, which is $.1997 per square foot 
of new development, was approved by your Board in July 2000.  We did not recommend an 
adjustment to the fee amount in 2001 as the District had not finalized any new fire station 
construction contracts.  Thus, the District did not have current fire station development costs 
available at that time. 
 
Prior to the award of our most recent fire station construction contracts, many of the tasks 
associated with fire station development were performed in-house and were not a part of the 
architectural and construction costs identified for the developer fee calculation.  The 
Department of Public Works has assumed project management of the District’s fire stations 
currently under development and the previously unidentified “soft costs” associated with fire 
station development have now been identified. 
 
At the direction of the Chief Administrative Office, our current fire station development costs 
are now all-inclusive and are included in the fire station development cost component of the 
developer fee calculation as they are integral aspects of fire station development.  Those “soft 
costs” are as follows: 
 

• telecommunications equipment 
• selective calling units 
• equipment installation 
• soils/geotechnical testing and inspection 
• printing/legal advertising 
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• fire station furniture, fixtures, and equipment 
• inspection and code compliance 
• constructability review 
• architectural/engineering fee 
• contracts administration 
• design review 

 
Also, apparatus and administrative costs have increased since the developer fee amount was 
last updated in July 2000, which has also contributed to the increase in the developer fee 
amount.  
 
Based on the current development costs of District fire stations, we are recommending the 
developer fee amount be increased to $.3716 per square foot.  This updated developer fee 
reflects the cost of land acquisition for a fire station site, fire station construction, apparatus, 
equipment, and administrative costs associated with fee collection and project and facilities 
management. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The Developer Fee Program provides a revenue source from which to fund essential fire 
station facilities and equipment in the areas of urban growth.  Increasing the developer fee to 
$.3716 per square foot will enable the District to fully fund the development of new fire stations 
proportionate to the need necessitated by growth.  Without the requested fee increase, fire 
station construction will be outpaced by development resulting in insufficient fire protection for 
the growth areas. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 66002 and 66018, notice of the public hearing to 
update the developer fee amount and the Detailed Fire Station Plan must be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the three areas of benefit.  The developer fee is exempt 
from the provisions of Proposition 218. 
 
The District has separately notified the Building Industry Association, the affected cities and 
major developers since the recommended increase is substantial. 
 
The Auditor-Controller has reviewed the updated fee amount and found it reasonable.  A 
summary of the fee calculation is attached to the resolution.  County Counsel has approved as 
to form the attached resolution updating the developer fee amount and the Detailed Fire 
Station Plan. 
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CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
The updated developer fee amount of $.3716 will be imposed in the unincorporated areas in 
the three developer fee areas of benefit effective the first day of the month following the date of 
approval of the updated fee amount by your Honorable Board.  The updated developer fee 
amount will be imposed in the cities of Calabasas, Malibu, Santa Clarita, Lancaster, and 
Agoura Hills upon adoption by the cities of a resolution updating the developer fee amount. 
 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 
This project is statutorily exempt per Section 15273 (a) (4) of the CEQA guidelines developed 
by the State Office of Planning Research.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon conclusion of the public hearing, please instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to 
return two (2) copies of this letter with the adopted resolution to the Consolidated Fire 
Protection District. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
P. MICHAEL FREEMAN 
 
PMF:LB:fd 
 
Attachments  
 
c: Chief Administrative Officer 
 County Counsel 
 Auditor-Controller 
 Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
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